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In the movie, We are Marshall, a West Virginia University
overcomes the tragic plane crash of their football team by
drawing on the strength found in community. Their inner
strength manifests itself through their proud chant, ‗We are…
Marshall.‘
My friends, it‘s no secret that many of our communities and
churches have been struggling. If we truly are a ‗covenant network of congregations in mission,’ we must find ways to continue
forward by strengthening relationships and building networks.
In this sense I hope Regional Assembly for 2010 can do just
that.
As the Regional Assembly planning team meets we are purposefully attempting to draw on all our strengths – from Cincinnati to Cleveland. In the coming months you will hear us
asking for your help in a number of ways. We intend for this
Assembly to be the most interactive yet (something you Twitter and Facebook folks can easily become fans of). Our hope is
that if you attend Regional Assembly, October 15-16, of 2010,
you will experience a refreshing wave of inspiring worship, opportunities to learn from each other and share together, and go
recommitted to what it means to be a Disciple of Christ in
Ohio.
Maybe you‘ve never attended Regional Assembly? This is the
year. With exciting youth and children‘s programming, new late
night options, more variety in workshop and meal options, and
performances from Rick and Laura Hall (from Drew Carey‘s
show, Whose Line Is It Anyway?) there will surely be something
to inspire you. If that isn‘t enough our General Minister and
President, Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, will be addressing us on
Friday evening.
I hope you get a sense of the excitement the Regional Assembly Planning Team already shares. It will be a good time to
be a part of the Christian Church in Ohio. After all, ‗We are…
Disciples!‘
Rev. Joel Engman
Regional Assembly Planning Team Chair

Youth Scholarships
Spring is upon us and the
fairways are ready to welcome us with open arms.
Before you get your calendar filled, think about the
Youth Scholarship Golf Outing to benefit youth scholarships to Camp Christian.
The Youth Scholarship
Golf Outing is scheduled for
Saturday, June 5th at Scioto Reserve Country Club with a shotgun start at 1:00pm. The entry fee of $125 has not changed in
the past four years. The dinner following the golf will be held
right at the club this year. Don‘t forget that if you are not a
golfer, that’s fine! There is a dinner only option which is a
wonderful way to support the cause, enjoy a great meal and
wonderful Christian fellowship. This is a beautiful venue and a
fantastic event. Put this date on your calendar now. Also, consider sponsoring your minister as well. For online registration
go to www.ccinoh.org.

2010 Camps & Conferences
Partnership Camp - For Children in Grades 3, 4, or 5
Otter Camp
Camp Christian
June 20 - 26

Badger Camp
Templed Hills
July 11-17

Beaver Camp
Pilgrim Hills
July 25-31

Chi Rho Camps - For Youth in Grades 6, 7, or 8
*All Chi Rho Camps are at Camp Christian
Hocking
June 13 - 19

Portahoga
July 11 - 17

Maumee
July 18 - 24

Miami
August 8 - 14

CYF Conferences - For Youth in Grades 9, 10,11, or 12
*All CYF Conferences are at Camp Christian
(CYF = Christian Youth Fellowship)
Hiram
June 27 - July 3

Phyo
July 4 - 10

Lakeside
July 25 - 31

Wilmington
August 1 - 7

Other Camps & Conferences
Adult
Advance Grandparents Adventure
Conference
Ministries
Camp
Camp
For All Adults Conference
For Children
Photo
Northwest
Ages 19 - 29 entering Grades
Safari
CC, Columbus
Camp
1-2 AND their Based at Camp
June 14 - 18
Christian
Grandparent
Christian
August 15 - Camp Christian August 8-14
22
June 4 & 5
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Spiritual Insights
Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards

Regional Calendar

May
1
Counselor Training @ Camp Christian
1
Licensed Ministry Classes @ RCO
3
Interim Ministers Working Group Meeting @ RCO
8
Licensed Ministry Classes @ RCO
8
Cleveland Christian Home Work Day
11
Ohio Disciples Outreach Meeting @ RCO 10 – 3
*15
Camp Christian Reunion @ Camp Christian
18
Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus
19
Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10 – 2
20
Retired Clergy Retreat @ Camp Christian
*21-23 Ohio Disciple Men‘s Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian
―14
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 26
Regional Church Office Staff Meeting
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 28-30 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 31
Memorial Day, RCO Closed
thankful.‖ Colossians 3:14-15
June
Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple
When you “clothe yourself with love”, you will be empow- 1
ered to live a life style of love. When you to live a life style of love, *4-5
Grandparents Camp @ Camp Christian
you will look at the world in the way Jesus looked at the world, *5
Youth Scholarship Golf Outing
being filled with compassion. When you to live a lifestyle of love, *13-19 Hocking Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian
you will treat all of God's children in the same manner that you 14-18 Adult Conference @ Northwest Christian Church
want to be treated. Colossians 3:14-15 is a call for us to start 15
Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus
living a life style of love.
*20-26 Otter Camp @ Camp Christian
This scripture is the inspiration for the theme of our 2010 *27-July 3 Hiram CYF Conference @ Camp Christian
Regional Assembly, October 15-16, 2010:
July
*4-10 Phyo CYF Conference @ Camp Christian
5
Fourth of July Observed, RCO Closed
*11-17 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian
*11-17 Badger Partnership Camp @ Templed Hills
14
Regional Church Office Staff Meeting
*18-24 Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian
20
Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus
*25-31 Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp Christian
*25-31 Beaver Partnership Camp @ Pilgrim Hills
It will be held at the Columbus Marriott Northwest, 5605
Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation meeting
Glazer Parkway, Dublin, Ohio. Please make your plans to be 27
a part of this gathering of the Regional Church. This will
be a time of sharing and celebrating the transforming work God August
Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Christian
is doing in the mission and ministry of our congregations and in *1-7
*8-14 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian
our lives as people of faith. I look forward to meeting you
*8-14 Adventure Camp-Photo Safari-Based @ Camp
there!
So Friends, “clothe yourselves with love.‖ and be an instru- *15-22 Advance Ministries Conference @ Camp Christian
Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus
ment of God's love in all that you do. God's love calls us to be in 17
27-28
CYF Commission @ Camp Christian
his Church, to celebrate his presence, to love and serve others;
but most of all, to proclaim Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, our
September
Lord and Hope.
1
Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple
3-5
Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian
Get The Buckeye
6
Labor Day, RCO Closed
10-12 Ohio Women‘s Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp
Disciple via Email!
17-19 Ohio Disciple Men‘s Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian
If you would like to replace your copy
21
Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus
You have heard it said that ―the
clothes make the person‖. But, did you
know that there is special wardrobe designed just for us as Christians? Yes,
Christians have a specialized wardrobe,
tailored by the creative design of the
Holy Spirit, one that sets us apart from
others and identifies us as people who
love and serve Jesus Christ. The garment of ―love‖ is what identifies as Disciples of Christ.

with an emailed copy, please send an
email ccio@ccinoh.org. Don‘t forget to include your
name and the address to which it‘s currently being sent.

RCO = Regional Church Office
* Online Registration is now available
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor,
Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum
Scripture encourages us to ―put on compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.‖ We are called to put on a
spirit that lifts us up and leads us to forgive people who have
harmed us. And, we are called to ―put on love‖ (Colossians
3.12-14). That is a Christian dressed in a good attitude.
But every now and then we just don‘t feel like dressing up
our attitudes, and so we lounge around in any old thing. Occasionally, we even go out in public in our old poorly kept, illfitting clothes. Have you seen this person, they are wearing
indifference; they are discourteous, and filled with hubris, pride
that says, ―It‘s all about them.‖ They put people down rather
than lifting them up, they would rather hold tightly to a grudge
than let it go so that they can forgive the one who harmed
them. There is too little love for others, and really for themselves. Sometimes they even wear these clothes/attitudes to
church, and when they do, relationships are broken, and joy is
absent.
The good news is that we are called to bring to the church
and to ministry the best that we can be, not for fashion‘s sake,
that is the bonus, but for the sake of being faithful to God who
is the source of our relationships in the church. ―Put on love.‖
The theme for the 2010 Regional Assembly of the Christian
Church in Ohio is ―One Body, Clothed in Love‖; as we prepare
to gather together as the church together, let‘s get ready by
bringing our best, most dressed up attitude to the church in the
months leading to our gathering in October.
The peace of God be with you.

Message from Regional Program Minister,
Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster
―One Body Clothed in Love‖
Regional Assembly 2010…. Youth Style!
There is no doubt that the children and youth component
of the Regional Assembly will be totally ―off the chain‖ this
year! For starters, the children/youth will share space with the
adults at the Dublin Marriot Hotel in the Columbus area ….
the location of the 2010 Regional Assembly.
Disciples from across the Ohio Region with expertise in the
disciplines of teaching, drama and technology, have been engaged to breathe into our theme a 21st century, youthful approach. With this in mind, the established objectives of the
children/youth component of the 2010 Regional Assembly are
to …
§ … give attendees of the Regional Assembly an opportunity to
witness the incredible gifts and talents of our kids and those
who share their gifts and talents in teaching and guiding them.
§ … include children and youth in meaningful ways during the
Assembly.
§ … provide material and information about Camp Christian
and our summer programs.
§ … engage digital technology in order to enhance our approach to the theme and to capture and maintain the interest
of children and youth.
Our planning team, indeed, ―stands on tiptoe‖ in eager anticipation of the Regional Assembly …. Youth Style!
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor,
Rev. Stephen Bentley
The key to staying warm on a very cold day is being clothed
right. Sure we all know that a hat and coat are important but if
you are going to be out all day in periods of activity and inactivity, a coat and hat will not do the job. To truly remain warm
during long periods of exposure to cold you must stay away
from cotton (It absorbs water and keeps it next to the skin
which will cool you down) and wear LAYERS. Once when I
knew I would be outside for the whole weekend with the temperature between -13 and +20 degrees, I wore 3 layers of
socks, 4 layers of pants, and 11 layers of shirts and jackets and
2 layers on my head. The colder it got the more layers I added.
I may have looked like the abominable snowman but I stayed
warm.
I hope you will come to the Regional Assembly this October. There we will celebrate the fact that indeed we are ―One
Body . . . Clothed in Love.‖ Our world can sometimes seem
like a cold cold place. Jesus gives us warmth in the midst of the
cold. We are covered with a layer of love from God. In addition we are covered with layers of love from family and our
individual congregations. At the Regional Assembly we are
reminded to add an additional layer of love from all those others who make up the Regional Church. Together, as One
Body, we will love each other in our fellowship and sharing
times. Through our mission projects we will add a layer of love
to the world around us. In our worship we will share our love
with the one whose very nature is love. Come join us as we
seek to be ―One Body . . . Clothed in Love.‖ You can never
have enough layers of Love.

Expanding the Table
Special Offering received May 16 and May 23
Each year the New Church Movement is supported by
funds raised by the annual Pentecost Offering. This special-day
offering provides support for new church planter training,
coaching, special project grants and additional services to support the New Church Ministry of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). And, importantly, half of the money
collected through the Pentecost Offering remains in YOUR
REGION to benefit new churches.
While Pentecost special offering will be received in most
congregations on Sunday May 16 and Sunday, May 23, donations
can be made throughout the year.
For more information, materials (adult & children’s sermons,
songs, articles, brochure, talking points, logos, etc.) and a remittance
form go to www.disciplesmissionfund.org
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Important Dates for Ohio Women’s Ministries
Quadrennial Assembly in Greensboro, NC - June 23-27
Registration deadline: March 31st - after that date the fee is
increased! Go to www.quadrennial.org for more information!
Watch for dates and places to meet our International Guest
from Ghana, Joyce Larko Steiner. We are partnering with
Global Missions to bring her to Ohio before she attends
Quadrennial.
Ohio Women's Ministries Fall Retreat, September 10 - 12
at Camp Christian - A Spiritual Retreat led by Rev. Carol
Vaccariello, D. Min., LPC, Spiritual Coach. Plan now to attend!
Regional Assembly Women's Luncheon, October 16 at the
Marriott NW hotel in Dublin, Ohio, Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins,
our General Minister and President will be speaking to us!

Adult Conference
We‘re looking forward to a very exciting Adult Conference
this year to be held at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus from June 14 to 18. Our theme this year is "Deep and
Wide: Living out the Spiritual Life" and we‘ve been working hard
in planning Adult Conference in ways that bring interesting and
diverse explorations on our theme. We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Ronald J. Allen, Nettie Sweeney and Hugh
Miller Professor of New Testament and Preaching (and a prolific
author!) at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis is our
daily Bible Lecturer, and the Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards, Regional Minister and President of the Ohio Region is our Vesper
speaker.
Conferees may choose two classes from the six classes we
are offering, and it‘s sure to be a difficult choice this year, as
always. Our teachers and their classes are:
 Dr. David Belcastro – Spiritual Formation of Compassionate Hearts for a Suffering World
 Rev. Yvonne Gilmore-Essig – A Tradition of Ecstasy: Mystic
Theology and Poetry
 Dr. ―Tim‖ Savage – Developing Spiritual Intelligence: Five
Strategies for Spiritual Intelligence
 Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan-Praising God, Trusting God: Gifts of
the Black Church Tradition for Purposeful, Confident Living
 Rev. Dr. Leslie Carole Taylor – Exurban Transition: Who,
What, Where, When, and Why?
 Rev. Denny Whiteside – What Celtic Spirituality Has to
Offer to 21st Century Disciples
Our Adult Conference brochure and registration form has been included in the Regional Camp Mailing that has gone out to all the
churches, so please ask your minister for your copy today. Scholarships for the registration fee of $150 are available by asking your
minister to send a confidential letter to Bob Thompson ( jaybeetee@wcoil.com ) requesting financial assistance for you. The registration deadline is May 15, so please mark your calendars accordingly! Adult Conference is a place of inclusive welcome where all are
welcome, and where conferees are free to explore issues openly and
honestly. Wherever you happen to be on your own spiritual journey,
there is something for you at Adult Conference and we hope you’ll
join us on June 14-18, 2010! Check us out on the web at:
www.ccinoh.org/ministries/adultconf.aspx and on our Facebook page
at ―Adult Conference in Ohio, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)‖

Ohio Regional Springtime Work Day
May 8th, 2010
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Plan to attend the 2010 Ohio Regional Springtime
Work Day at the Cleveland Christian Home.
There will be a variety of indoor and outdoor
projects. Lunch and snacks will be provided.
Gather your friends and help support a
great cause!
For Questions or to RSVP: 216-476-0333
Cleveland Christian Home
11401 Lorain Ave Cleveland, Ohio 44111

Disciples Fellowship Retreat
Memorial Day Weekend - May 28-30
A gathering of Disciples, Families, & Friends of ALL ages at
Camp Christian, Magnetic Springs, Ohio

“For the Beauty of Camp”

Let us join together to help Camp Christian get ready for
their summertime programs! Bring your garden tools, work
gloves, chain saws, shovels, weed eaters, hedge trimmers, shop
vacs, rakes, etc. as we do various supervised work projects
around Camp (including Cabin Cleanups!), enjoying its beauty
and being outside at the same time! There will be something
for everyone young and old. If you are unable to help, we will
have Bible study just for you! Children‘s activities will also be
available during that time. Also this weekend there will be
Worship, a Talent Show, Boating, Fishing, Crafts, Hayless Hayrides, and more!
For more information about the Disciples Fellowship Retreat
contact Bev Sajna at (440)590-2488 or sajhome81@yahoo.com.

Campstock 2010
Advance Ministries Scholarship Fundraiser was a day of fun, food and talent. The event consists of a talent show,
silent auction, and cook out, with all of the
proceeds going to the Advance Ministries
scholarship fund. This year there were
many wonderful acts consisting of multiple
musical numbers such as, a bluegrass group and many acts from
Advance Conferences past and present. We were also privileged to participate in a magical act by Bruce Anschutz. The
Spring Fundraiser was organized by Randy Green and the Advance Ministries Commission. We raised over $900 for the
scholarship fund and over all it was a huge success. Thank you
for all who performed and all who enjoyed the festivities. If
you were unable to attend but would still like to donate to the
Advance Ministries Scholarship Fund go to https://
www.ccinoh.org/donate_online.aspx.
The Scholarship Fund provides assistance to those who
need it for the retreats and Advance Conference in the summer. Advance Conference summer theme is Get Personal with
God where we will be diving into our own personal relationships with God. This year we have fantastic faculty who will
give exciting keynotes. We have a fun, spiritual and growing
experience at camp planned for all Advance Conferees. For
more information go to http://advanceministry.org/.

Volume 19, Number 1
Camp Christian Reunion
The weekend of May 15, 2010
alumnus, family and friends will
gather ― ‗neath the elms upon the
campus‖ of Camp Christian, Magnetic Springs Ohio for the 2010
Camp Christian Reunion.
Whether is was just a few years
ago or more time than you wish
to remember since you were at
Camp Christian, you are invited to come, for all or part, of the
activities.
The weekend reunion activities will officially kick-off with a
continental breakfast in the Dining Hall on Saturday morning.
Relive the fun of Quest groups and be rejuvenated through a
Spirit-filled Vesper Service. There may even be a Cabin Caper
or two to do. In between other planned activities, spend the
day reminiscing about your days as a camper.
This reunion will see the start of the recording of the ―living
history‖ of Camp Christian; so, bring your memories, pictures
and memorabilia to share.
Bring your loved ones, visit with friends, go boating on the
lake or spend time exploring the grounds. Join in the singing of
beloved camp songs. Learn about the newest inductees into
the ―Camp Christian Hall of Fame‖: and the newest group of
―Faithful Servants‖. Child care will be provided during some of
the activities. For additional information and registration, visit
the Regional website at www.ccinoh.org.
This reunion‘s planning committee is: Julie Bentley, Mark
Powers, Patrice Fatig, Priscilla Jackson and Brenda Webster.
Sharing our Hearts, Our History
and Our Healing:
A Pilgrimage to Chile
January 1-January 11, 2011
You are invited to join in a pilgrimage to the wonderfully restorative
Shalom Center, or ―Camp Christian: South America.‖ The
Shalom Center is a place of peace and environmental education
in the heart of the mysterious, majestic Andes Mountains of
Chile. Stand on the lookout, overlooking the waterfall, walk
the labyrinth in the stillness of a native forest, pray at the peace
pole. See first hand the power of the February earthquake and
the restoration that has emerged. Immerse yourself in this
incredible culture of hospitality and generosity. Then, work
along side fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, and be part of
the physical and spiritual construction of Shalom for our world.
The Christian Church in Ohio supported the creation of the
Shalom Center of the Pentecostal Church of Chile through the
Keep the Fire Burning campaign. And now we are continuing
to support the Shalom Center, and the relationship our
churches have fostered, by once again sponsoring The Ohio
Delegation to Chile.
For more information about how you can be part of this
incredible ministry, contact Rev. Jonathan Rumburg, coordinator of the Ohio Delegations to Chile, at (330) 688-4450 or
jrumburg@firstchristianstow.org .
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Fiddler on
the Roof
The sanctuary was
transformed
into a small
1905 Russian
village. Over
the hot summer months of 2009, many of the adult men in the
church were growing mustaches and beards. What was happening? An ambitious and faithful group of members, and their
friends and families, of CPAC (Christian Performing Arts Center) of the First Christian Church of Stow performed the classic
musical, ―Fiddler on the Roof,‖ in the church‘s sanctuary in August 2009. The musical was inspired by Yiddish author, Sholem
Aleichem. Aleichem told the story of a poor dairyman who,
with his family and other Jewish families, was forced to live in a
small village from which they could be evicted at any time by
the Russians who oppressed them. He is a man of strong faith.
He talks to God as one talks to a friend. He prays for the welfare of his family and friends. Sure, Tevye is Jewish, but the fundamentals of Christianity are rooted in the Jewish faith. As a
boy, Jesus practiced the same traditions Tevye practices. We
can learn much about our faith by learning more about the Jewish faith.
The production reaches out into the community, not only
by bringing in non-members, but also by inviting local senior
citizens from local retirement communities to a free viewing of
the final dress rehearsal, which gave the cast an audience to
play to and was also greatly appreciated by the seniors. The
total attendance of the four production nights was about 700,
of which, at least half were first-time visitors to the church‘s
CPAC productions. The net profits from ticket sales gave a
10% tithe to the church, with other monies being dedicated to
youth projects, a new sound system for the sanctuary, and
some set aside as seed money for the next production. The
cast was supported by an orchestra, stage crew, lighting and
sound crew, food crews, box office staff, costume seamstresses, and more - and a congregation praying for each and
every one of them.
CPAC was formed after successfully producing ―Godspell‖
in 2006, which was followed by ―Children of Eden‖ in 2007.
After a year off for a mission trip in 2008, CPAC challenged
themselves with Fiddler. The story of Tevye ―seemed like the
perfect fit for our ministry,‖ shared church member and director, Karen Hoffman. ―This old classic fits the mission of CPAC
very well and reinforces a message we hope is shared by our
congregation throughout the community on a daily basis – a
message of tolerance and love.‖
The production‘s vocal music was directed by Cheryl Neff
Lorenz, while the orchestra was directed by Dr. Ralph Lorenz,
both of whom direct the church‘s adult and youth vocal, sign
language and selected bell choirs. All three productions were
directed by Karen, who, although she has years of theatre experience, considers the work at FCC truly a labor of love.
Rev. Jonathan Rumburg is the recently called Senior Pastor at
First Christian - Stow. L’chaim!
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The Winners L to R
Rev. Maureen, Norita’s
son, Norita Dean (1st
place trophy winner),
Mary Willoughby
(runner-up); Zach Beiry
(3rd place), Toni Biery
(4th place) and all the
Biery granddaughters!

Fat Tuesday 4th Annual Chili Cook-Off!
First Christian Church, Brunswick, hosted their 4th annual
Fat Tuesday Chili Cook-off February 16, 2010, with guests,
helpers, competitors, and participants from North Eaton Christian Church and St. Patrick Episcopal Church. About 130 folks
came to taste, vote, and take in the entertainment, provided by
the Olmsted Falls Jazz Band. This group of teens has been playing for us all 4 years and they never cease to amaze the audience! There were nearly 20 pots of chili to taste—an real adventure! The tasters voted with their cash and donation jars
for Week of Compassion‘s Haiti Relief were placed on each
table. While the jazz band played, the votes were tallied. The
winners were: 4th place was Toni Biery of St Patrick; 3rd place,
and defending his 1st place title for the two previous years was
Zach Biery of St Patrick, 2nd place and runner up was awarded
to Mary Willoughby of First Christian, who placed in each of
the 4 years; 1st place and trophy winner was Norita Dean of St
Patrick! However, the real winner is Week of Compassion who
will receive a check totaling over $425!

Church closing its
doors after 103 years
Second Christian Church in
Warren will be ceasing ministry operations in the fall of this
year. The exact date is yet to
be determined.
In recent years membership has dwindled and finances have
declined to the point that the costs of maintaining the facilities
and staff have become greater then the membership could sustain. On February 28th the congregation considered its future
and decided to intentionally end its ministry. The ministry of
the congregation includes worship, education, spiritual development, hosting seven AA and NA groups, and food ministry.
A team has been established to choose a date for a final
thanksgiving worship service and dispose of the real and other
properties of this 103 year old congregation. Many of the items
will be offered to the members along with many of the historic
items being placed with the Disciples Historical Society and
local societies that may express interest. It is the hope of the
congregation that another Christian congregation will take possession of the facilities and continue to serve the Lord on the
West Side.

Is your congregation or district doing
something amazing? Tell us about it!!
ccio@ccinoh.org

Storehouse of Blessings
Program
Getting back on your feet
sometimes means having a place
to lay your head or somewhere
to sit and rest a spell. Home
wouldn‘t be home without either of those things. For Western Stark County‘s homeless
population, finally finding the
stability of a place to call their
own isn‘t always all it‘s cracked
up to be. Finding an apartment is one thing. Finding all the
things to make that apartment feel like home is another.
Rev. Tim Brown, pastor at the First Christian Church in
Massillon, dreamed that one day the unused basement space
at the church would be a blessing. Today, that chilly basement
space holds hope, love and warmth in the form of the Storehouse of Blessings. To get started with the dream the church
received money from a grant from Week of Compassion
and civil organizations. Director for the program is Barb Baker
along with many volunteers. People are referred to the church
by area health care providers such as the homeless shelter, the
AHEAD Foundation, Salvation Army and Faith in Action.
By sharing our space and by gathering donated quality items
such as beds, furniture, appliances, wheel chairs, etc., the
church stores them so they can be blessings to people in our
very own community who do not have the resources to get
these necessary and usually very expensive items. Just listen to
this testimony from the director of the AHEAD Foundation.
―The need for this program is real. Recently, I worked with a
family that had been homeless for 8 months. Once they finally secured housing they were so happy and appreciative to have a place
to call home – that they didn’t even complain that they had to sleep
on blankets for months before they were able to get beds. Imagine,
sleeping on a cold hard floor—for months. This program can help
alleviate that problem.‖
At the present, we do not pick up or drop off any of the
items. This is the responsibility of the donors and recipients.
One of the greatest needs of the storehouse is beds. Furnishing new homes starts with a warm and comfy place to sleep.
Couches have also been a great need in the past 10 months.
The church receives an average of 1-2 referrals a week. Many
of the requests come from families who have suffered house
fires and are looking for help.
We ask that all donations made are in good condition. A
good rule we follow is ―if you wouldn‘t like it in your house
then we don‘t want to donate it to someone else‖. We want
to be aware of the dignity of those receiving the donations and
we want to communicate that we care enough to only give
them quality items.
Our Mission at the First Christian Church in Massillon
is to work together with agencies to help individuals in the
Western Stark County by distributing quality furniture
and major household items free of charge, to improve the quality of life for those in need. Check out our church website at
www.fccmassillon.org.
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Men’s Retreat: You’re Invited! (Yes, YOU)
Greetings Ohio Disciples! The Ohio Disciples Men‘s spring
retreat is quickly approaching (Fri, May 21-Sat, May 22). Traditionally we have used this retreat to be of service to camp and
help Al get things ready for the new season. This year we have
an even bigger project though. One of the final tasks to get
Camp Christian fully accredited is installing bedrails on all the
bunk beds at camp to keep the campers safe. With hundreds
of bedrails to install in addition to all the regular work that
needs done to get camp ready we‘ve been working with the
Ohio Women and Advance Ministries to make Saturday‘s work
project a joint effort between Ohio‘s Men, Women, and Young
Adults. The Men‘s retreat will begin Friday night, but all are
invited to join us on Saturday. We have had several generous
donations to cover the food costs on Saturday so there will be
no cost for those who join us on Saturday! We just ask
that you pre-register so we can buy enough food. To register
online go to www.ccinoh.org.

Tree of Life helping
parents and children
These are interesting
times in which to be a parent. Technological changes
afford our children so many
opportunities to learn and
to interact in ways we could
never imagine even 20 years
ago. Information flows
freely and the 24 hour news
cycle expose children to images and stories that can be difficult
for young minds to process. The pace of life shows no signs of
slowing down, and expectations in school and sports continue
to rise. These are interesting times for parents, and for many
kids the days are filled with stress and anxiety.
Tree of Life Christian Church is committed to bringing the
Good News of Jesus Christ into the lives of children. That
means sharing with them a faith that brings hope and peace
when stress and uncertainty begin to take over. In mid-January,
Tree of Life hosted a ministry event for elementary school children designed to teach them some ways of letting go and managing stress. The kids made their own prayer boxes in which
they could write down or draw pictures of the things that made
them feel confused, anxious, or stressed. Then they were
taught a simple prayer to reassure them that God is with them
and capable of helping them through any problem in life.
Later in the afternoon the children learned some Yoga
breathing techniques that they could use to help them feel calm
and at peace. They heard a story about God‘s love and care
for them and then sang a song about trusting God. The day
ended with, what else, pizza!
While the children were meeting parents were involved in
conversation about the struggles of helping our kids grow up in
21st century America. This was the first of many events designed to help parents and children discover the fullness of life
that God has made possible for us through Jesus Christ.
Tree of Life Christian Church is a new church ministry in Delaware, Ohio.
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Thank You!
How can we
ever thank our 2009
- 2010 CYF State
Officers enough for
their gifts of leadership during the Mid
Winter Retreats? With natural
ease, genuine compassion and deep spiritual conviction they are living proof
(individually and collectively) that Camp Christian has been instrumental in the development of their life and leadership. We
pray God‘s blessings on each of them and stand on ―tiptoe‖ to
see what God has in store for their futures.
Pictured Above L to R: Vice President Sarah Closson, Secretary Alexis
Linger, President David Stonebraker, & Delegate Beverly Huss

Sweethearts honored
First Christian Church,
Alliance recently held its seventeenth annual Sweetheart
Dinner for all members of the
church family and their
guests. Each year for two
Sundays prior to the dinner
worship attendees are invited
to vote for the man and the woman who they believe best represent the sweet qualities of love, kindness, and compassion.
The king and queen of sweethearts and their runners-up are
announced and honored at the Sweetheart Dinner.
The FCC Sweetheart Band gave their premiere performance to the amused audience. Conductress Charlene Duro led
the band in ―Pomp and Circumstance,‖ ―Ain‘t She Sweet,‖ and
―For He‘s a Jolly Good Fellow‖ as the new and retiring royalty
were escorted to the front by Mary Fasig and Kevin Duro.
Band members, who played kazoos, were Sharon Andreani, Jo
Aufrance, Barbara Lyons, Ivory Lyons, and Jeff Day.
The 2010 reigning sweethearts are Sunny Earley and Bill
Earley, queen and king, marking the first year that siblings have
been selected to the honor. Runners-up are Misty Sampson
and Eric Burkett. All four were crowned by retiring sweetheart king, Kent Henderson, who entertained the guests with
stories of his year‘s activities representing the church. Retiring
queen Karen Henderson opened the envelopes to reveal the
new winners, who were presented with Valentine mugs filled
with candy.
Also honored were Billie and Bob Rowe. It was noted by
mistress of ceremonies, Sue DeHoff, that even though the
Rowes have never won the top honor, they consistently have
received significant numbers of votes. They were presented
with fresh carnations.
The ―Honey of a Ham Loaf‖ dinner was prepared by Jody
Koenigseker and members of the Genesis Sunday School Class.
Tables were decorated with bud vases of red and white roses
and white carnations. The event is sponsored each year by the
Evangelism/Membership Department.
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Attention all Retired Clergy!
The annual Retired Clergy Retreat is
scheduled for May 20, 2010 at Camp
Christian. The retreat will be from
9:30am to 3:30pm. The theme for this
year‘s event is ―Is there room at the
Table for Retired Clergy?” In this third
phase of life we can discover new forms
of identity as we continue to use the gifts we have been using
or as we discover new gifts. The leader for the retreat will be
Rev. Paul Biery. Paul is a Regional Elder for District 2-E. He
and his wife Joan reside in Euclid, Ohio. Ordained in 1966 Paul
served pastorates in Ohio with thirty nine of those years in the
Cleveland area. Throughout his ministry Paul has demonstrated
a passion for civil and human rights, anti-racism programs,
peace and justice issues and the building of bridges for ecumenical and inner-faith understanding and dialogue. He has been
adjunct professor in various theological schools and is presently
pursuing studies and research towards a Doctor of Ministry
degree from St. Mary Seminary in Cleveland, Ohio. The registration fee for this wonderful retreat and lunch is only $10.00!
You can register for this event through the mail or by registering online at www.ccinoh.org. Spouses of Retired Clergy are, as
always, welcome to come to this event.

Deadline for entries into the Jul-Sep issue of
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